
Topic:  KS5 Religion & Ethics: Euthanasia Duration: 10 Lessons Composite: 

Timed Essay 
Key vocabulary: Core knowledge Components Powerful knowledge components 

crucial to commit to long term memory 

Links to previous and 

future topics 

Sanctity of life 

Quality of life 

Personhood 

Voluntary 

Euthanasia 

Non voluntary 

Euthanasia 

Involuntary 

euthanasia 

Active 

Euthanasia 

Non-treatment 

decision 

 The religious origins of Sanctity of life (that human life is made in God’s image and is 

therefore sacred in value) 

 The secular origins of Quality of life, a significant concept (that human life has to possess 

certain attributes in order to have value) 

 What it is (that a person’s life is ended at their request or with their consent) and its use in 

the case of incurable or terminal illness 

 What it is (that a person’s life is ended without their consent but with the consent of 

someone representing their interests) and its use in the case of a patient who is in a 

persistent vegetative state 

 The application of Natural Law and Situation Ethics to Euthanasia 

 Whether or not the religious concept of Sanctity of life has any meaning in twenty-first 

century medical ethics. 

 Whether or not a person should or can have complete autonomy over their own life and 

decisions made about it. 

 Whether or not there is a moral difference between medical intervention to end a patients 

life and medical non-intervention to end a patients life. 

 Difference between non voluntary 

euthanasia and involuntary 

euthanasia 

 Reasons why euthanaising a dog is 

acceptable but not a grandparent 

 Doctrine of Double effects 

application to Euthanasia 

 Slippery slope argument 

 Unconditional love applied to 

Euthanasia 

 Sanctity of life 

 Euthanasia as an apparent good 

 

 This topic links 

back to pupils 

understanding of 

Natural Law, 

Kantian Ethics and 

Situation ethics as 

they compare the 

Four ethical 

theories. 

 This topic is linked 

to the future 

ethical theories 

topics and then 

used to apply to 

different areas. 

Impressive reading Impressive speaking Impressive writing Resilience Employability & Careers via: 

 Reading scholarly works 

and articles to develop 

pupils understanding of the 

Scholars ideas. 

 Pair work, group work 

and discussion. 

 Writing essays.  Develop students 

ability to learn and 

discuss complex and 

controversial issues. 

Employability: Initiative and self motivation, determination, 

written communication, time management, analysing & 

Investigating. 

Careers  

 

SEND 

Use of colour and visual clues to support reinforcement of key terminology and key concepts. 

Use of alternative methods for recording content, such as mind maps. 

Use of positive feedback when marking work. 

Repetition of instructions. 

Modification of materials to ensure the language used is of adequate level, modification of size of writing and font, modification of colour of paper. 

Regular retrieval practice opportunities embedded into lessons to ensure content remains In long term memory 

Difficult texts adapted to suit dyslexic learners – chunked, use of visual clues. 
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