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I want pupils to be ambitious, 
hardworking and successful.
I want pupils to have an 
intellectual interest and curiosity 
in their studies.
I want pupils to be fully involved 
in a wide range of curriculum 
enrichment and extra curricular 
activities.
I want pupils to aspire to the 
highest values and standards of 
behaviour.



“Abraham Darby Academy opened in September 2008 and 
it remains both a privilege and source of great joy to be its 
second Principal.  It is important to me that all students reach 
their full potential, regardless of their ability or background. 
Our Academy will seek to raise aspirations and achievements 
through the highest quality academic, personal and vocational 
teaching and guidance. I have a simple goal, I want the young 
people in my school to be happy and to be able to look back on 
their time here with pleasure and pride.

Choosing a school is an important decision. After parents and 
family, a school is the second most important influence on the 
values of young people. That is why we work hard to make the 
time young people spend here a truly memorable one.

With a Sixth Form which is growing in reputation, we are able to 
offer a broad variety of subjects and qualifications.  Standards 
are rising such that increasing numbers of students are gaining 
University places of first choice.

Growth in all ways, the willingness to adapt and embrace 
change, and crucially the development of leadership potential 
and humanity, are goals to which we all aspire.  I hope you will 
sense some of this energy and drive when you visit us.  Do so 
soon. You are assured the warmest of welcomes.”

Lee Hadley (Principal)

If you would like to visit the 
Academy and meet our staff 
and students, I will be delighted 
to arrange a tour for you and 
your child.  Please telephone 
the Academy and we will make 
the necessary arrangements.



The Academy has the highest expectations of its 
pupils and staff.  The main priority is to continually 
provide challenges to raise standards, improve 
academic progress and support the development of 
every pupil. We pride ourselves on the simplicity of 
our expectations. All pupils can achieve them every 
day and they are captured with the mnemonic; 
NUHOPE (pictured opposite).
All good schools seek to develop the character of 
its pupils. We have very clear aims for all members 
of our community; they are ‘confident, calm and 
caring’. We believe these are the core traits of 
impressive and employable people.

Our mission is to develop pupils and staff 
who recognise and aspire to academic, 

sporting and creative excellence, so as to 
enable them to achieve their potential and 

lead fulfilling lives.



Ou
r P

hil
oso

phy

At Abraham Darby we are 
passionate about learning in 

its widest sense. Our goal is to 
ensure that our pupils value 

and enjoy their learning inside 
and outside the classroom.  

We are focused on achieving 
the best possible academic 

outcomes and the development 
of the whole person.

Confident
Calm
Caring



We place great 
emphasis on 
ensuring that your 
child 's transfer is as 
smooth and stress 
free as possible



We place great emphasis on ensuring that your child’s transfer from primary school is as 
smooth and stress free as possible.
Following the allocation of places, we visit year 6 pupils at their primary schools to 
introduce them to the process of moving on to Abraham Darby Academy. This allows us 
to address concerns and gives the children an opportunity to ask questions and discuss 
thoughts and feelings about taking the step to secondary school.  All pupils coming to us 
from schools outside our catchment area are jointly invited into the Academy for a ‘Getting 
to Know You’ activity morning, where they can meet each other, facilitating the start of peer 
group friendships.
In July, pupils are invited into our Academy for two consecutive ‘Transition Days’. This 
allows them to experience lessons in a secondary school before they start in September 
in order to familiarise themselves with a typical school day. They will also get to know their 
Mentor and other pupils in their mentor groups. Year 9 pupils act as “Buddies” to the year 6 
pupils which means that they have a non-adult to support them, as well as all the staff who 
are to be involved in their pastoral care.
The New Intake Parents’ Evening takes place in July, when year 6 pupils and their families 
are invited to come along, meet the Mentors and receive further information about our 
Academy.
During the last week of the summer holidays, we run a Summer School where year 6 
pupils are able to come in and participate in numerous fun activities. This enables them to 
establish new friendships and familiarise themselves with our building.
In September our new pupils’ term begins the day before other students start, allowing 
staff to give them full support, help allay concerns and begin the process of settling in. 



Our House system is an integral part of your child’s 
whole educational package. It enables us to enrich 
their learning experiences through Sports, Arts, 
Music, Performance, Lifeskills, and academic and 
pastoral interventions.
We believe that this will provide a healthy and  
balanced life and make your child more employable, 
and learning more enjoyable. Each House has its 
own ethos and aims to develop important qualities 
such as resilience, determination and courage.

Each child will have their own Head of House 
who is supported by two Deputy Heads of House, 
Pastoral and Academic; these three key people 
will work alongside your child/children throughout 
their time at the Academy.
The Houses manage the numerous rewards such 
as trips, points, vouchers and every child works to 
gain points for their House. Their House becomes 
their Academy family.

Their House becomes their Academy family



Our House system is the 
lifeblood of the Academy.  
It fosters competition, 
participation, belonging, 
and student leadership.  
Older pupils help to 
organise and run events, 
leading by example and 
modelling the values we 
seek to prioritise.

Throughout the year we 
enjoy all school inter-house 
competiions in rugby, netball, 
cross country, swimming 
and the Arts.



Looking after your child while they are in our care 
is our first priority. With numerous staff responsible 
for their well being, your child will have lots of 
support and people they can talk to:
The Mentor
The Transition Manager
The Deputy Head of House (pastoral)
The Head of House
The Educational Welfare Officer
The Attendance Officer
The Vice Principal (pupil welfare)
The Principal

Safeguarding your child has been recognised as a 
strength in our last 3 Ofsted reports.
Every teacher is easily contactable by email via our 
website. We respond quickly to any concern raised.

Year 7 Parents’ Evening Questionnaire 2017
“My child feels happy in the Academy” 100%
“My child is safe at the Academy” 100%
“My child is well looked after at the Academy” 100%

Looking after your 
child while they are 

in our care is our 
first priority.



The Student  Welfare 
Team is integrated within 

the House system and 
supported by Attendance, 

Inclusion and Child 
Protection personnel.



Our ‘state of the art’ building is well equipped 
to provide subject specific learning spaces. Our 
85 minute lessons and ‘bell-free’ environment 
minimise movement around the building, maximise 
learning time and allow pupils more opportunity for 
breadth and depth in their studies. All classrooms 
are equipped with ICT technology, which along with 
tried and tested teaching strategies, enhance and 
support pupil learning.

In lessons, we place great emphasis 
upon knowledge acquisition, 

creative and philosophical thinking 
and the development of a range of 
inter-personal and ‘soft’ skills that 
will equip our pupils for life in the 

21st century. 
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Pupils are grouped to maximise their learning 
potential; sometimes they are grouped according 
to ability, other times they are mixed. Well qualified 
and dedicated specialist teachers, and class 
sizes that we keep as small as possible, help 
us to ensure that every pupil at the Academy is 
fully supported and challenged to achieve their 
potential. Pupils and parents receive regular written 
and verbal feedback about progress, which is 
tracked at all levels. Any progress concerns or 
gaps in learning are quickly addressed so that 
pupils catch up and keep up. 
In lessons, we place great emphasis upon 
knowledge acquisition, creative and philosophical 
thinking and the development of a range of inter-
personal and ‘soft’ skills that will equip our pupils 
for life in the 21st century. We also encourage 
pupils to show initiative and resilience in all aspects 
of academy life.

Every pupil at the Academy is fully supported 
and challenged to achieve their potential.



Our curriculum ensures that students are given a 
strong grounding in the core academic subjects. 
In Year 7 we deliver a traditional curriculum that 
develops their skills and understanding in the 
core subjects of Maths, English, Science and the 
Humanities. We also aim to develop the creative 
and practical sides of our students with lessons in 
Art, Design, Music, Languages and Drama. There 
will be a significant focus on spelling, grammar 

and reading across all subject areas. Transitional 
provision is also available in Year 7 and 8 to 
support students’ literacy and numeracy skills 
with extra lessons in reading, comprehension and 
mathematics.  
At the end of Year 8, students are guided through 
a choice of academic, vocational and practical 
courses in order to best meet their individual 
needs. These will then be combined with their 
core subjects to equip students with a broad and 
balanced education that will followed until their 
exam success in Year 11.

The Academy has developed 
a curriculum that meets the 

needs, sparks the imagination 
and brings the best out in each 
individual student according to 

their ambition, aspirations, ability, 
interests and learning styles.
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the teaching of oracy, spelling, key words, reading skills and extended writing. Recently, some 
subject areas have also begun to address the teaching of grammar in order to build on the skills 
now taught in primary schools.
Literacy is kept high profile across the curriculum with inter-house competitions throughout the 
year: a book quiz competition at the end of Literacy Week, a public speaking competition, an 
inter-house Spelling Bee, and a ghost story writing competition to encourage Year 7 pupils to 
produce pieces of extended writing.

Literacy across the Curriculum is a long established and fully embedded 
policy at the Academy. This was recognised in the OFSTED Inspection Report 
2015 where it was reported that:

' The teaching of literacy across the whole academy 
is well planned and very effective. Students are 

encouraged to read widely and often in many ways, 
including twice-weekly reading sessions in tutor time 
and the provision of a vibrant and well-used library.   
...as a result, writ ten work in students ' books, across 
many subjects, is substantial and of a high quality. '



Extra-Curricular opportunity at the Academy is 
extensive for pupils of all years and abilities.  We 
believe that clubs are a crucial way of enriching the 
learning and social experience. Outside the usual 
teaching framework, pupils are able to engage 
with each other and our staff in ways that will both 
extend and challenge them.
Our sports clubs are a force to be reckoned with 
both locally and within the Haberdashers’ family 
of schools.  We excel in netball and rugby with our 
teams enjoying success in tournaments and on 
tour. A diverse range of sports clubs are offered 
throughout the year with access for all abilities.

T ypically we have up to sixty  
clubs running each week 



The Academy has and continues to 
maintain, a very successful music tradition. 
We offer great musical opportunity for 
our pupils which has resulted in a high 
reputation within the youth musical world 
- locally, regionally, nationally and even 
internationally. Pupils can attend junior and 
senior bands after school and on Saturday 
mornings at our Music College.
We have a thriving Army Cadet Force 
offering students the chance to take part 
in challenging adventurous and military 
training designed to foster key skills in 
leadership, communication, confidence and 
initiative. Our aim is to inspire young people 
to challenge their limits, become more 
independent and be able to step up to any 
challenge.

To whet your appetite, consider some of the options available at the 
end of a learning day. Something for everyone :

 � Love film? There are two film clubs to choose from
 � Fancy a cuppa and chat about the week? Enjoy Friday Tea & Talk
 � Want to build and race a robot? Join Pi Robot club
 � Want company [and help?] with homework? Drop into Homework 
club

 � Like to experiment? Try our two science clubs
 � Budding artist? Come to art club

Which would your child choose? Our offer is constantly developing 
as we respond to pupils’ interests.



Abraham Darby Academy 
Places available based on 
musical aptitude

• All welcome 
• Juniors free 
• Call in for info

Saturdays 9:00-12:00 (term time)
MUSIC COLLEGE  Join 

a band
(grade 1 or above)

Confident - Calm - Caring

ABRAHAM DARBY ACADEMY
The Haberdashers’ Adams’ Federation

Collaborating with Adams’ Grammar School

             for more details and an application form
            go to: www.abrahamdarbyacademy.org.uk
           email: ad.academy@taw.org.uk
    telephone: 01952 386000
      
                            Abraham Darby Academy, Ironbridge Rd, Madeley, Telford  TF7 5HX

 Ù FREE 
   music lessons

 Ù FREE 
   Saturday morning music tuition

 ÙPLAY 
   at national & internationally
   prestigious venues

Our music offer is world class; our medley of clubs is 
predominantly brass, woodwind & percussion ranging 
from small ensembles to our premier band- the 
Showband. Highlights last year included the following:

 lShowband performed at the Royal Albert Hall, 
London as part of the Music for Youth Schools’ 
Proms Concerts in November, performing to an 
audience of approximately 5000 people 
 l The Showband and Jazz Band both gained Platinum 
Awards as part of the national finals held in Warwick 
at the National Concert Band Festival of Great Britain
 lShowband and Jazz Band have both gained the top 
Performance Practice Awards in the National Festival 
of Music for Youth
 lShowband are current world champions, winning gold 
at the World Music Contest in Kerkrade, Holland.

From the very beginning, we make this success 
attainable for all. There are places available for children 
that demonstrate a musical aptitude before entering the 
Academy.

Our music offer is world class



Music lessons are free, and pupils 
join training bands when they attain 
grade one on their instrument; they 
are then mentored onwards by senior 
pupils and by experienced peripatetic 
teachers.  Our Saturday morning 
Music College is pivotal in this.



Our rugby squad continues to thrive; competing 
and winning in many tournaments, whilst training 
(and fund raising) hard. Saturday fixtures now 
total 12 matches per team and we have a strong 
reputation within the West Midlands. Strong links 
have been forged with Worcester Warriors and 
the RFU, and on an individual basis several pupils 
now play in the county team. Our rugby squad has 
toured in the UK, Europe and South Africa last 
year.

Netball is a force to be reckoned with both 
locally and within the Haberdashers’ family of 
schools. All age groups have toured successfully.  
Sixth form students co-coach some of our younger 
teams. Furthermore our fund raising efforts have 
been incredible including a netball marathon where 
110 students took part in a 24 hour netball match.

Athletics goes from strength to strength. 
Several age groups have won the TWSSA team 
event. A number of our athletes have been 
selected to represent at county level with 3 fea-
turing in the top 7 nationally.

• Y9  Netball -County Plate winners
• Y10 Netball- Telford &Wrekin  trophy winners
• Athletics- Telford & Wrekin Champions
• Y7&8 Athletics- 3rd in County Knockout
• U16 Rugby- Merchant Taylor 7s Bowl winners



Our sports clubs are a 
force to be reckoned with 
both locally and within 
the Haberdashers' family 
of schools.  We excel in 
netball and rugby with our 
teams enjoying success in 
tournaments and on tour.



We currently have 180 students studying in our 
Sixth Form. Our Curriculum is broad, ensuring that 
students may choose A level or BTEC courses. We 
are very successful in completeing the final leg of 
the ‘school journey’ with our young people. All go 
on to apprenticeships or university courses. Many 
of them having secured scholarship support from 
the Haberdashers’ Company.Our Sixth Form
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Our Partner School - Adams’ Grammar School 
Newport (together we are the Haberdashers’ Adams’ 
Federation) help us focus on making sure our high 
ability pupils are stretched and challenged. Teachers 
share good practice across both schools.
Our Partner in the Business Community - Capgemini 
help us ensure our pupils develop an understanding of 
the world of work and develop the skills and traits that 
will make them impressive and employable people.
Our Apprenticeships Coordinator - Sponsored by 
the Haberdashers’ Company is a unique role that seeks 
out links with businesses to give our pupils access to 
apprenticeships in a wide range of organisations.

Our Sponsor - The Haberdashers’ Livery 
Company of London help us focus on 
traditional values in a fast changing world. 
They also provide university bursaries and 
access to high quality careers advice for 
our young people

We have a good partnership with parents 
and carers and keep them informed of 
pupils’ progress. This is important to us as 
the support parents can give can go a long 
way towards aiding their child’s education.

Our Partners



ad.academy@taw.org.uk
01952 386000
      
Abraham Darby Academy,
Ironbridge Rd, Madeley, 
Telford  TF7 5HX

www.abrahamdarbyacademy.org.uk

If you would like to discuss what 
Abraham Darby has to offer your 
child with the Principal or a senior 
member of staff please contact us at:


